




Please welcome Ellie Ulrich to the office of the 

Clerk/Treasurer. She will be helping out in the

Village office throughout the winter.          

Recycling  There was an error in the recycling  

schedule distributed by Lakeshore Disposal. The  
recycling pick-up dates are as follow:
October    
10,  24

February  13,  27

November  
7,    21

March      12,  26

December  
5,    19

April          9,  23

January      
2,    16,  30      May
      7,   21
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AGE AND DEPOSITIN U, MAIL OR BNG TTOTHE
VILLAGE HALL - CLERK /TREASURER OFFICE.
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The Village of Michiana      4000 Cherokee Drive      Michiana, Michigan 49117 





Winter Office Hours:  9 am to 2 pm


Monday through Friday





Office Phone: 269 469-4600, Office Fax: 269 469-3611


Kim Dabbert, Clerk


	Jan Lausch Zilke, Treasurer


	Ellie Ulrich, Office Assistant


Public Works Phone: 269 469-1967


	Rick Reitz, Superintendent


	Tim Casselman


	Bob Anderson


Police Phone: 269 469-1884


	Lyn Papke, Chief


	Kenneth Books, Officer


	Ryan Layman, Officer


Website: michianavillage.org


	Kim Dabbert, Webmaster


Village Council:


	Beverly Bruesch, President


	Tim Iverson, President Pro Tem


	Hillary Herbst


	Linda Stein


	Phil Bonello


Village Council Meetings:  2nd Friday at 1 pm (Eastern)











 Thanks to all      Seven villagers volunteered for the 2nd Village Cleanup Day last June. Thank you to Anthony Pellus, Mike Tolentino, Betty and Don Zion (all new to the Village in the last year), and Robin, Hope and A.J. Johnson. Too bad that the new residents didn’t get to meet more of the long-time citizens of the community.


      	If you haven’t driven or walked by the Village Hall and Office, you should pass by soon to see the last of the beautiful flora gracing the front of the complex. The design was donated by Meribeth Wulff resident and professional gardener, and she provided the plantings at a discount as well.


	Finally, if you approach the Village on Lake Shore Drive from Indiana, you will now know when you enter Michigan and the Village of Michiana. Our new signs (there are more at the Village Hall) are the design of artist and resident George Hermelink who continues to serve the Village in any way he is needed. 


	We are grateful to all who help make this a lovely place to live and visit. 





Stuff to Remember this Fall:


Water: Call the Village office to schedule a winter turn-off. It is illegal to turn your own water on or off or instruct anyone other than the Village employees to do so. Most new meters have been installed. Water customers with interior meters need to make an appointment to have the meter changed. Failure to do so may result in temporary termination of water service.


The fire hydrants will be flushed out during October which may result in a temporary discoloration of your water. Call the office if yours does not clear.





Leaves: Rake them to the street and they will be picked up by the leaf vac. Limbs and branches you remove may also be stacked at the street in lengths no longer than six feet. If you contract your yard cleanup, removal of any debris other than the leaves should be part of the contract. Leaves will be picked up until the first snowfall. Spring leaf pick-up ends May 1, 2012.





Beaches:  Everything must be removed from the public beaches by October 15th. Boats left after that date will be ticketed and other beach paraphernalia will be disposed of. After October 15th, the checks left on hold for beach fire permits will be shredded. If you prefer to have your check returned, please stop in or call the office.












































Visit the website at michianavillage.org. It is packed with information about the Village and will answer most of the frequent questions about which residents call.


Information on building codes, refuse pick-up, the Water Authority, bulletins and minutes of the Council meetings as well as timely announcements can all be obtained online.





For your safety, the MSVFD Chief asks that your house numbers be large enough and located in a spot easily visible from the street. Seconds count in an emergency.





On the Drawing Board    


Beach Stops:  The plans for new bus stops have been submitted to three contractors for bids on the project. The schedule is to have the bids in so that a grant for the funds can be submitted to the Pokagon Fund for approval in October. It is unlikely that construction will begin this fall, but we should be able to start as soon as weather permits in the spring. 


Our available monies will not allow all the bus stops to be replaced at this time, but the long-range plan does include all the stops. There are seven stops total (not including Stop 37, recently renovated by Michiana Shores), and we are hoping that at least four can be done with the funds currently in our account.





Village Hall:   A new salt storage facility is being erected behind the community building to store the salt and sand for the winter road needs. 


	The asphalt parking area at the Village Hall will be sealed and restriped during October. The handicapped accessible parking will be expanded to accommodate vans with special equipment and will be placed next to the ramp on the west end of the parking area.





Planning Commission:  The Council passed the ordinance reestablishing the Planning Commission at the September meeting. Two members of the former Commission have agreed to serve on this new board; they are Julie Bonello and Meribeth Wulff. Three other Village residents have expressed a willingness to serve;they are Phil Bonello (Council Liaison), Jim McDonald and George Hermelink. 


After the Commission members are officially appointed, the group will determine their leader and then begin to advise the Council in areas of Village codes and ordinances where they see a need for change. Although this Commission does not enact change, it is required by Michigan law that such an advisory body exists in Michigan municipalities.





For Owners of Rental Properties:   A list of important and useful information for owners to post in rental houses in the Village is being compiled. Included will be the rules covering beaches, fires, parking, noise, fireworks, and other pertinent data. The lists will be available to owners of rental properties in the spring. Posting the rules should help eliminate some of the problems arising from uninformed renters.








Parking Tickets   New procedures for controlling the parking issues in the Village are now in force. The new ticket (see above) lists the parking offenses and gives clear instructions for payment of the fines. Please be vigilant about following the parking rules as the Council has asked the police to step up enforcement of the laws. 


These are not new laws, and they are the same ones that are in force in all communities. Because there are no sidewalks, our streets are shared by cars, walkers, runners, bikers and lots of little children who are thinking of nothing but running down to the beach. The first priority is keeping everyone safe.


When cars are parked in the streets, it forces the pedestrian traffic farther into the road as well as turns the street into one lane. And yes, it is against the law to park against the flow of traffic (#4 on the list).
































Please help support Michiana Shores Volunteer Fire Department’s Pancake Breakfast,


October 9th 7-12(CDT)





FYI:    In cooperation with the Berrien County DEQ, Michiana is working diligently to bring Storm Water pollution education to our residents. The following is a link to the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission where a plethora of information can be found regarding this very important topic: � HYPERLINK "http://www.swmpc.com" ��www.swmpc.com�.


 








