

Proposed Fence Ordinance Revisions

May 14, 2011
Proposed Fence Ordinance revision:  Submitted by Tim Iverson  for  review and comments.

Section  6.11  Residential  Fences and Walls
A: Residential fences and walls shall comply with the following standards:  ( See section 6.12 for Pool Fencing regulations)

1.  No fence or wall shall be erected in a front yard or corner yard where property fronts a Village street on more than one side.  No fencing is allowed on any property that directly fronts Lake Michigan.  
2. No fence or wall exceeding four (4) feet in height shall be erected in a side or rear yard and must be located within the property lines of the property and may not be place on any public street, Village Right of Way, private road easement, or on neighboring property.  Fence may not exceed the total height of 4’6” to the top of the finished fence post. Height measurements will be measured from the natural grade of the land and if placed on a man-made type of  elevated  surface that elevation above the natural grade will be considered in the total fence height measurement.   When natural grade is questioned, the Village Council reserves all rights to establish the final fence height.
3. In the case where a proposed fence is within twenty (20) feet of a dwelling on an abutting lot the finished side of the fence shall face the abutting lot.
4. Fences and wall with barbs, spikes, nails, or other sharp or electrified devices are prohibited.
5. Fences are to be constructed of wood, metal, aluminum and should be of a material designed to last at least 15 years.  Fences shall be a neutral color unless approved by the Village Council.
6. Walls are to be constructed of a man made or natural stone material and shall be as neutral in color as possible unless approved by the Village Council.
7. All fences and walls are required to have the necessary building permits from the Building Inspector and a Village Building Certificate approved before any work can begin.  

Section 6.12 Swimming Pools
A:  Permit/Application:  No outdoor swimming pool shall be erected prior to the issuance of the zoning compliance certificate from the Zoning Administrator, and the necessary building permits from the Building Inspector.  Application for a zoning compliance certificate shall be made to the Zoning Administrator on a form for such purpose, and shall be accompanied by a plot plan ( Section 3.4 (B)) that identifies the location of the pool, adjacent buildings, fences, walls, and gates.

B. Location and Setbacks
1. No pool or pool fencing or wall shall be located in a front yard.
2. No pool shall be located under a service drop conductor or other utility wires.
3. Pools shall comply with the minimum required side and rear yard setbacks for dwellings in the district but in no case shall a pool in the Lakefront Residential District extend more than twenty-five (25) feet lakeward from the nearest point of the dwelling to the lake.
C.  Fencing and Walls: all swimming pools shall be completely enclosed by wood, metal, aluminum or masonry fence or wall, of not less than four (4 ) feet in height nor more than six (6) feet in height from the natural grade as described in (Section 6.11).  No fence or wall, may exceed a total height of 6’6” from the existing natural grade  to the top of the finished fence/wall  posts.  Any fence/wall constructed in the Lakefront Residential District shall not have any fence/wall height that exceeds four (4) feet in height from the existing natural grade as defined in section 6.11 subsection  A2.   Such fencing may be omitted where building walls abut the pool area, provided that the entire remaining perimeter of the pool area is either fenced or walled.  All openings in any such fence/wall shall be equipped with a self-closing , self-latching gate.
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